PRESS RELEASE
Page 1 of 2

New Chairman of the Board appointed at ŠKODA AUTO
› Thomas Schäfer takes over as Chairman of the Board at ŠKODA AUTO a.s.
Mladá Boleslav, 3 August 2020 – Thomas Schäfer takes over as Chairman of the Board at ŠKODA AUTO
with immediate effect. In this position, he succeeds Bernhard Maier, who is handing over the office to his
successor after almost five years at the helm.
Thomas Schäfer will assume the role of Chairman of the Board at ŠKODA AUTO on 3 August 2020. The qualified
mechanical engineer began his career in the automotive industry at Daimler AG in 1991. He held various
management positions in the areas of production and quality management in Germany, the USA and South Africa
until 2002. From 2002 to 2005, he was a founding member of DaimlerChrysler Malaysia as Board Member for
Technology, where he expanded and restructured the company’s sales, production, and supplier base.
At Daimler AG in Germany, Schäfer was responsible for vehicle deliveries, customer centres and the global xKD
business in emerging markets between 2005 and 2012. In addition to establishing new plants, he was also
responsible for planning and strategy and international logistics for all foreign plants. In 2011, his main tasks
included managing the Mercedes-Benz plant construction project in cooperation with BAIC in China. In May 2012,
Schäfer moved to Volkswagen AG, where he initially headed the Group’s International Production and was
responsible for xKD projects and negotiations on new production sites. Since 2015, he has served as Chairman
and Managing Director of Volkswagen Group South Africa, responsible for the development of the Group brands in
the sub-Saharan Africa region.
Throughout his five-year tenure, he consistently promoted the expansion of the sales network, increased dealer
profitability and led the Group brands Volkswagen, Audi and VW Commercial Vehicles to the current record market
share of 23.5 per cent. Under the leadership of Thomas Schäfer, the Volkswagen Group has significantly
developed and strengthened its position in sub-Saharan Africa. Building new production sites, entering into new
cooperation agreements with importers and developing mobility concepts for Kenya, Nigeria, Rwanda and Ghana
have also contributed to this.
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ŠKODA AUTO
› is this year celebrating 125 years since the company was founded during the pioneering era of the automobile in 1895, making it one of
the longest-established car manufacturers in the world.
› currently offers its customers nine passenger-car series: the CITIGO, FABIA, RAPID, SCALA, OCTAVIA, KAROQ, KODIAQ, as well as
the KAMIQ and the SUPERB.
› delivered 1.24 million vehicles to customers around the world in 2019.
› has belonged to Volkswagen Group since 1991. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful vehicle manufacturers in the
world. In association with the Group, ŠKODA AUTO independently develops and manufactures vehicles, as well as components such
as engines and transmissions.
› operates at three locations in the Czech Republic; manufactures in China, Russia, Slovakia, Algeria and India mainly through Group
partnerships, as well as in Ukraine and Kazakhstan with local partners.
› employs over 42,000 people globally and is active in more than 100 markets.
› is pressing ahead with the transformation from a traditional car manufacturer to the ‘Simply Clever company for the best mobility
solutions’ as part of the ŠKODA 2025 Strategy.

